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IN THIS EDITION...
e How to Raise Financially Independent Kids
e Merger Update: Scheduled Service Outage
e Holiday Closures

e Upcoming Events
e Enter to Win a $25 eGift Card!
JAnd morel

FREEDOM ROCKS ‘25 RECAP VIDEO

Thank you once again to everyone who joined us for the Freedom Rocks ‘25 Bull and Shrimp
Roast in support of The Freedom to Help Foundation! Check out our video recap...
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THE FREEDOM TO HELP FOUNDATION'S
2ND ANNUAL BULL AND SHRIMP ROAST
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RAISING FINANCIALLY INDEPENDENT KIDS

Q: How do | help my kids become financially independent grown-ups?
A: Teaching your kids how to be financially independent will help smooth the transition
into adulthood, and provide the tools they need to live a financially stable life.

START WITH BASIC BUDGETING

Introduce your children to the concept of earning money and spending mindfully when
they’re young, and build upon that as they grow up. Preteens can watch you work on an
actual budget, and teens can help you create a budget for a large expense, like a family
vacation. You can also help kids create a budget for their own money!

SPLIT THE COSTS OF “MUST-HAVE” ITEMS

If your children are like most kids, they’re asking you for trending items they claim they
must have; from the latest fad toy to a pair of designer jeans. A great compromise is to
have your child pay half the cost of expensive ‘trendy’ items. They'll likely learn that a
“must-have” really isn't when you’re footing half the bill.

TEACH THEM ABOUT CREDIT CARDS

If your child sees you using a credit or debit card often, teach them what’s behind that
card. Show them your credit card bill when it arrives and talk about how you need to pay
for all those expenses during the month, plus the possible interest. Teach them about
debit cards too, explaining how money is withdrawn from your checking account each
time you swipe the card. You can also give older kids a quick rundown on credit scores,
how they work and why they’re important.

TALK ABOUT WHAT THEY CAN EXPECT IN TERMS OF FUTURE SUPPORT

When your child is mature enough to talk about the future, discuss how much financial
support you plan to offer while they attend college, immediately after graduation and
into their adult years. Ask about their plans as well, paying attention to when they
anticipate being financially independent.

You can bring up the topic of career paths, too. Help your child determine a basic budget
for the lifestyle they plan to lead and assist them in narrowing down their career choices
until they have just a few that will support their future life.




FINANCIAL RESOLUTIONS
FOR THE NEW YEAR

Create a Budget: If you don’t have a monthly
budget, let's get one started! Track your
spending and income over several months,
then make a list of all expenses and monthly
income streams. Assign a dollar amount to
each expense category. If your columns are
equal, or your income is more than your
expenses, you're doing great. But, if your
expenses are more than your income, you'll
need to trim your spending or find ways to
increase your income.

Build an Emergency Fund: An emergency
fund is your financial safety net. Experts
recommend having three to six months’ worth
of living expenses in your emergency fund.
Resolve to build an emergency fund this year
by setting aside a small sum of money each
month until you have a nest egg that can get
you through virtually any emergency.

Trim Your Expenses: Have your expenses
started trickling upward in any area(s)?
Ildentify your weak points and brainstorm for
ways to start spending less. Small change
today adds up to big bucks tomorrow.

Pay Down Debt: Make 2026 the year you pay
down debt, or at least make real headway
toward getting rid of it for good. You can
choose to prioritize high-interest debts, or
work on paying off your smallest debt first to
keep your motivation going. Maximize
payments on your chosen debt until it's paid
off. Then, keep on rolling to the next debt on
your list until you’re completely debt-free.

Expand Your Financial Education: Invest in
your financial education by reading books,
taking online courses, listening to podcasts
or attending a Freedom Financial Education
Session, either in person or online!
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MERGER UPDATE:
SCHEDULED SERVICE OUTAGE

In preparation for the completion of AFFCU’s
merger with Freedom, All AFFCU services,
including debit cards, will be unavailable
December 31st through January 1st.

Please plan ahead for cash and account
needs. Atlantic members’ Freedom
membership begins January 2, 2026 - we are
looking forward to welcoming AFFCU
members to our Freedom family!

Additionally, Freedom’s Online and Mobile
Banking platforms will be unavailable on
Thursday, January 1, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to
approximately 1:00 p.m. for planned system
maintenance related to the transition.

Thank you for your understanding!

Looking for other merger updates? Visit our
website using the link below!

LEARN MORE


https://www.freedomfcu.org/financial-education/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/financial-education/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/events/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/events/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/merger/
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__ /| PREMIUM REWARDS.
=+ SIGNATURE SERVICE.

Our most rewarding card to date.

Freedom’s Visa Signature® Credit

\ 4 " " e Card is designed to enhance every

.w;—m 4™ "1 purchase you make with premium

e : " ' benefits and exclusive perks. With our
A0 0% APR** for 12 months promotional

offer, you don’t want to miss this!

LEARN MORE

THE BEST HOME
IMPROVEMENT TOOL
ISN'T FROM A STORE

It's a Freedom Home Equity Line of Credit* JF; g\ | MY
)

From big remodels to little repairs,
a Freedom Home Equity Line of
Credit can make it happen!

LEARN MORE
.
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UPCOMING HOLIDAY CLOSURES

The holiday season is upon us! Please take note of the following closures and
adjusted hours for all Freedom locations:

Christmas Eve (December 24™) - Closing at 1:00 PM
Christmas Day (December 25") - Closed

New Year’s Eve (December 31%) - Closing at 1:00 PM*
New Year’s Day (January 1) - Closed

*The Hunt Valley and Pikesville branches will be closed for the day on New Year’s Eve.


https://www.freedomfcu.org/visa-signature/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/personal/home-equity-loans-and-lines/

UPCOMING FREEDOM
EVENTS o REEDOM

Get ready to engage, learn, and grow with Freedom P.O. Box 1545 Bel Air, MD
Federal Credit Union! 21014 1800-440-4120

Our social media followers are always the first to know BRANCHES
when new events are announced. Find us on Facebook

and Instagram to see what's coming up next. Park Avenue
2019 Emmorton Rd
Bel Air, MD 21015

Recovering_From the Holidays - January 15", 2026,

7PM - FREE Virtual Event Forest Lakes

1990 Rock Spring Rd
Give Yourself Some Credit Without Adding Any. Debt Forest Hill, MD 21050
- February 19", 2026, 7PM - FREE Virtual Event Swan Creek

2025 Pulaski Hwy
Havre de Grace, MD

Stay tuned for the release of our 2026 Financial 1078

Education Event Calendar! Is there a specific finance-

related topic you’re hoping to learn more about in the

New Year? Comment on our most recent Facebook or
Instagram post and let us know.

Fountain Green
1304 Churchville Rd
Bel Air, MD 21014

Edgewood*
8213 Hoadley Rd
Building E 5002

WANT TO WIN $25.00? Gunpowder, MD 21010

*Access restricted to APG

Of course you do. Find the Green Dollar Sign (- 1), Base personnel and visitors.
hidden on a page in this newsletter. Click HERE to Honeygo
tell us which article it was in and you will be entered ST R IEYE e CEmET Di
to win a $25.00 Gift Card* -- Good luck! Pty el B 2
CONGRATULATIONS to last issue's winner: Hunt Valley
40 Schilling Rd
Ellen P.! Hunt Valley, MD 21031
*Must be 18 or older to enter. Employees and Members of the Board of Pikesville
Directors of FFCU are not eligible to win. Gift Card will be digital, sent via email. 1809 Reisterstown Rd
Drawing runs until 1/15/2026. #151 Pikesville, MD 21208

Sy e e A @ Happy with your Freedom experience? Consider referring
NCUA sl s to friends and family, sharing your experience, or leaving

OPPORTUNITY

NMLS#4 54069 us a review online.



https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/december-newsletter-drawing/
https://www.facebook.com/FreedomFCU/
https://www.instagram.com/freedomfedcu/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/event/webinar-recovering-from-the-holidays-2026/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/event/webinar-give-yourself-some-credit-2026/
https://www.facebook.com/FreedomFCU/
https://www.instagram.com/freedomfedcu/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/contact-us/
https://freedomfederalcu.com/
https://freedomfederalcu.com/
https://freedomfederalcu.com/
https://freedomfederalcu.com/
https://freedomfederalcu.com/
https://freedomfederalcu.com/
https://www.freedomfcu.org/branch-locations-and-atms/

